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Unit Studies — The Easy Way!

Welcome to Amanda Bennett’s easy-to-use unit studies written in a cross—curricular
approach about many interesting and important topics. Using simplicity and readily-
available resources to enhance the learning process, your children can learn about these
topics in ways never before possible. Unit studies allow students to use a natural learning
process—one that is so familiar to us as we become adults, and yet is far removed from
textbooks, full of concentrated and condensed facts and figures.

Using these studies, your children will learn about a particular topic, covering the science,
history, geography, art and any other areas of study that apply to the topic. For example,
while working on the Oceans Unit Study, they will discover the important role of oceans.
They will learn about the geography of Earth and the oceans, the amazing variety of life in
the ocean, the history of ocean exploration, along with the resources that the ocean provides
and much more.

These books make learning a fascinating and thought-provoking adventure, which is the

way that learning SHOULD be. Life-long learners are successful, inquisitive and engaging,
contributing so much to our world. Let’s face it—many people would love to give up their
dry and fact-filled textbooks to try unit studies, but don’t have the time to do the research
and /or preparation, or the confidence to try a new method of learning.

| understand these problems and hesitations all too well. As we considered educating our
own children using unit studies, we had the same questions. Where do we begin, how do
| structure the study, what do | cover, how do | record the work? This series of books is a
product of this adventure—designed to make your path simpler and your load lighter,
while guiding your students along a successful road of learning.

Written with you and your family in mind, you will know what to do each day; what to cover;
and what is important to study about oceans. The research and preparation have been done
for you. The daily plan and assignments are here, ready for immediate use. You will find that
this guide uses books and Ask Al Prompts as a primary resource. This has been done for
many reasons, among which include the wealth of information now available online for in-
depth studies, the ease of accessing this information for most parents and teachers, as well
as the fact that it is affordable and much simpler to use than numerous trips to the library or
bookstore.

There are Ask Al Prompts included in this study. From virtual tours of aquariums around the
world, to watching the surf and shore at places in other countries, you will find that the
Internet holds a wealth of information for a study of the oceans. There are online interactive
quizzes (I didn’t do too well on the Fish Identification quizzes), interactive games, coloring
pages and online puzzles. These Ask Al resources can add so much to the enjoyment and
understanding of study of oceans.
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All of a sudden, the students look forward to beginning their studies, to see where the
adventure will take them today—New Zealand, whale watching, or sea turtle tracking—wait
and see!

This book is divided into four weeks of study. Designed for all ages, from early elementary
through adult, each day has a basic structured learning plan for Elementary Grades (Lower
Level) and one for Jr./Sr. High Grades (Upper Level). Depending on the ages and needs of
your children, you can choose to use all or just a few of the daily assignments. For example, a
six-year-old student might be assigned only one or two spelling words and perhaps just one
of the Read and Discover questions, while a ten-year-old student might do most

of the Lower Level assignments for each day. The same holds true for Jr./Sr. High school
students. While most high school juniors or seniors should be able to complete all of the
daily assignments on the Upper Level, a fourteen year old might not be ready to handle
that much work in a day. Use these lessons as a tool, and customize them to fit your family
and your children’s needs. What doesn’t get completed this year can be left for further study
next year.

The Daily Learning Plan is comprised of the following basic components:

- Today’s Passage—to be read, copied, and perhaps even memorized.

+ Words of Wisdom (WOW) —spelling/vocabulary words and their definitions to be
written, studied, and learned.

- People and Places to Know—Important and interesting people and places will be
investigated during the study, which will be included in the student’s timeline
(included in the Appendix).

- Read and Discover—questions that must be researched and answered as each topic
is explored.
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Introduction

Remember the first time that you“heard” the ocean in a seashell, or felt the sand shift from
beneath your feet as the surf washed by? The cry of the seagull, the steady rhythm of the
surf on the shore, the sting of the salt on your face—all of these and more remind us of the
tranquility you can experience when visiting the ocean. A visit to the shore, or beach, was
always a wonderful adventure for me as a child. Children learn so much when at the ocean—
from the texture of sand and sandcastle-building, the thrill of watching a hermit crab take

a stroll around a tidal pool, the cool touch of the water and the force of the ocean waves as
they splash along the shore. Even if you and your children cannot visit the ocean, perhaps
you can visit a lake or river nearby—the adventure and thrill is similar, and there are so many
fun memories to make along the way.

One of the easiest ways that | have found to get children excited about learning is to choose
a topic that is interesting to them. The ocean and all that it holds can be very interesting to
kids of all ages, and it is a great joy for me to be able to provide this study for you and your
family. Take a minute to ask your children what they would like to learn about the ocean,
and you might be amazed at their ideas. They may ask questions like “how big is a whale?”
to “why is the ocean blue?”and “where does surf come from?”Their questions are important
and help you see where to place extra emphasis during the study.

While the ocean can appear beautiful and peaceful at first glance, it is teeming with life and
has a colorful history that we cannot overlook. From the site of a breaching whale, to the
playful rolling of dolphin in the waves, along with the sounds of the creaking and groaning
of a wooden ship under full sail on its way to Treasure Island, you and your family will enjoy
studying the vast oceans of the world.

Because the oceans cover more than two-thirds of this planet and have been around since
creation, they provide a broad study topic for all ages. | have tried to touch on the main
areas in this study, realizing that you and your family will probably want to pursue some of
these topics in greater depth. At the end of each week’s lessons, you will find a section titled
“Additional Resources” that contains Ask Al Prompts for further study.

This study includes:

- History and exploration of the oceans
- World geography

- Oceanography

« Marine Biology

« Ocean explorers

« And much more!
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Many of you have been able to visit the ocean, while some of you or your children have not
yet had that wonderful opportunity. It is my hope that this study brings you closer to “seeing”
the ocean from your home and getting a feel for its amazing beauty and importance. A

study of the ocean will provide a lasting awareness of the delicate balance between all of the
elements of creation—animal life, plant life, the food chain, weather, and water.

Because we were fortunate to live by the ocean for many years, | had the opportunity to
experience the thrill of seeing the ocean every day, walking the beach on new adventures
with our family, and staying amazed at the beauty and the power of the ocean. | have tried
to share what we have seen and learned through this book—to put together the lessons

and resources that will enable you to share the ocean with your own children and provide a
lifetime of memories and knowledge. Grab a towel, a pail and shovel, throw some sand in the
back yard and come join in the quest. As always, enjoy the adventure!

USiNG AI RESOURCES WiTH
THiS STUDY

As we have worked to create excellent and comprehensive learning resources for
every one of our unit studies, we have taken a first step into navigating the world of
Al as a component of education. Because Al is already typically a part of many
traditional school approaches, we have explored various opportunities to
incorporate it in a way that is safe and effective for you and your family.

And we are so glad we did! Al, used well, can add a valuable layer of exploration for
curious learners. You'll find that throughout this study, we include Ask Al prompts
to use with resources like Google Gemini, ChatGPT, Microsoft Copilot, Perplexity
and other Al options.

You will notice that we use Al only as an enhancement to learning, never the
primary resource. We will always recommend books as the spine of any study.

Two things to remember to ensure Al learning is safe and beneficial:

1. It is important that a parent always supervise a child’s use of an Al chatbot, to
help guide their learning and ensure a safe experience.

2. When your child wants to ask his/ her own questions of the chatbot,

make sure that you help create a kid-friendly Al prompt, giving specific instructions
to the chatbot - including asking for age appropriate answers for your child’s age.

"lam 7 years old. What is a hammerhead shark?"

And now, let’s turn the page and begin this learning adventure with your child!
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Learning Objectives:

« Become familiar with the definition of Earth’s oceans.
« Develop an understanding of the creation of the oceans.
- Learn the names and locations of the main oceans.
« Study the various zones/layers of the ocean.
- Investigate several marine life species.
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Oceans:
Week One — Day One

LOWER LEVEL

Take Me There

Ask Al Prompt: | am __ years old. Please share video
for kids on: Hammerhead Fin Cam and a Video: Under
the Sea.

Today's Quote
Carefully copy today's quote into your Oceans
Journal:

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”
(Genesis 1:1)

Words of Wisdom (WOW Words)
Look up the following words in the dictionary and write the words and their definitions

in your Oceans Journal. Ask Al Prompt: | am __ years old. Please define these ocean
words:

animal
area
bait
bay
beach

Interesting People and Places
Using books or the Ask Al Prompts shown below, look up Noah.

Ask Al Prompt:|1am __years old. Who was Noah, and what did he have to do with the
ocean? Please share a Noah Coloring Page.

Write or narrate your answer in your journal, and draw a picture of Noah and his adventure.
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Learning Objectives:

+ Learn about sea life along the ocean shore.
« Learn about modern ocean exploration.
« Study the resources of the ocean.
« Investigate several marine life species.




Oceans:
WeeR Four — Day One

UPPER LEVEL

Take Me There
Ask Al Prompt: | am in the __ grade. Please share video on: Harbor Seals at the Zoo and a
video on: Kids Meet a Seal

Today's Quote
Copy today's quote into your Oceans Journal:

"Did we not sail for a month of nights through a phosphorescent sea, and behold in the
firmament the constellations of both hemispheres at once?"
Phil Robinson, From Go Down to the Sea in Ships, 1886

Words of Wisdom (WOW Words)
Look up the following words in the dictionary and write the words and their definitions in
your Oceans Journal. Ask Al Prompt:|amin the __ grade. Please define these ocean terms:

longitude
mammal
marine

marine biology
phylum

Interesting People and Places
Using books, Internet sites or Ask Al Prompts shown below, look up Abel Tasman.
Ask Al Prompt: | am in the __ grade. Who was Abel Tasman, and what did he have to do

with the ocean? Summatrize your answer in your journal, describing his adventure and how this
experience changed his life.
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Read and Discover
Using books, Internet sites or Ask Al Prompts shown below, find the answers to these

questions and record your answers in your journal along with the source of your
information (book, website, etc.).

1. Ask AlPrompt:|aminthe__grade.l would like to learn about the Gray Seal.
a. What is their distribution—where on the globe can they be found?
b. How big are they when they are full-grown?
c. What do they eat?
d. Describe the classification of Gray Seals:

i. Kingdom:
ii. Phylum:
iii. Class:
iv. Order:
v. Family:
vi. Genus:
vii. Species:

2. What are the different geographical features that you find along most beaches?
Draw a diagram of typical beach topography and label the important geographical
features. What kinds of sea life can you expect to find at the beach? Where does the
white sand come from?

3.Why is the ocean salty?
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UNIT STUDY ADVENTURES (USAEnd User License Agreement (“License”

READ THIS END USER LICENSE AGREEMENT (“License” CAREFULLY BEFORE PURCHASING, DOWNLOADING, OR INSTALLING ANY UNIT STUDY
ADVENTURES PRODUCT. DOWNLOADING, INSTALLING, OR USING THIS PRODUCT CONSTITUTES AN AGREEMENT TO ABIDE AND BE BOUND BY
EACH AND ALL OF THE TERMS OF THIS LICENSE.

This Unit Study Adventures (USA) product purchased by download, CD-ROM or online updates (“Original Product”), printed materials and on-line or
electronic documentation relating to the Original Product (“Manuals”), and all copies, reproductions and derivative works relating to or created from the
Original Product (individually and collectively, “Unit Study Adventures Product” are copyrighted and protected works belongingto AMANDA BENNETT and
published by Southern Hodgepodge, LLC (individually and collectively, “Licensor”). All rights to the USA Product, other than the limited use rights granted
in this Agreement, are specifically reserved and held to and by Licensor.

Use of USA Products is governed by the terms of this End User License Agreement (“License”) and any related USA Multi-User License Agreements (“Site
Licenses”) or private agreements in writing between Licensor and third parties. USA Products are sold and distributed for use by authorized end users
(“Permitted Users”) according to the terms of the License only. Any person accessing or using USA Products is a “User” bound by this License. Non-permitted
uses by Users who are not also Permitted Users constitutes an actionable breach and violation of this License. Unauthorized use, reproduction, copying,
sharing, sale, transfer or distribution of USA Products is prohibited.

1. Limited Use License. All use of USA Products is subject to this License, relevant terms of use, and any applicable Site Licenses (collectively, “Other
Applicable Agreements”), the terms of which are hereby incorporated into this License by reference as if fully set forth herein. USA Products may be used
by Permitted Users only. A “Permitted User”is (a) an individual who has purchased one or more USA Products, (b) an individual who receives one or more
unopened, properly purchased USA Products as a gift, (c) individuals who receive licensed copies of USA Products pursuant to a valid Site License, or (d)
immediate family members of individuals mentioned in (a), (b) or (c) who also share a residence with such individual. Licensor hereby grants each Permitted
User a limited, non-exclusive license to download, save, install and utilize one (1) copy of the purchased USA Products for personal use by the Permitted
User and members of the Permitted User’s immediate family only. USA Products may be installed on one (1) or more computers or electronic devices
belonging to or under the personal control of the Permitted User, provided that the relevant USA Product is used on no more than one (1) computer or
electronic device at any given time. Notwithstanding anything in this Agreement to the contrary, a USA Product may be installed and/or used on more than
one (1) computer or electronic device simultaneously only if all simultaneous users are siblings and the minor children of a Permitted User who are using
the USA Product for simultaneous private homeschooling study or review. Downloading, installation and/or use of USA Products constitutes the user’s
acceptance of and consent to be bound by this License, all Other Applicable Agreements and applicable law.

2. No Duplication or Resale. Users may make one (1) copy of each USA Product purchased for archival purposes only (“Archival Copy”). Aside from the
Archival Copy, Users may not duplicate, copy, photocopy, reproduce, modify, translate, disassemble, distribute, derive or edit source code, or create
derivative works based on USA Products, and may not remove any copyright or other notices placed on or in USA Products. Users may not install USA
Products on additional computers or electronic devices or make copies of USA Products for purposes of sharing them with additional users other than (a)
members of a Permitted User’s immediate family who share a residence with the Permitted User, or (b) as permitted by the express terms of a Site License
or Other Applicable Agreement between the copier and Licensor. Permitted Users subject to Other Agreements which permit production of additional
copies of USA Products may make and/or distribute only the limited number of copies permitted by those Other Applicable Agreements. Failure to comply
with the terms of this paragraph constitutes a material breach of this License resulting in immediate, automatic termination of the License, and may subject
breaching individuals and entities to civil and/or criminal liability.

3. No Sharing, Transfer or Resale. This License and UNIT STUDY ADVENTURES Products purchased in connection therewith are personal to the
original Permitted User(s) and may not be copied, shared or transferred to third parties except as expressly permitted by this License and Other
Applicable Agreements, if any. Users may not sell, rent, lease, license, loan, or transfer the USA Products, copies of the USA Products or use of the USA
Products to any other person or entity except as expressly permitted by this License or Other Applicable Agreements, if any. Users may not use or exploit
part or all of any USA Product for any commercial purpose or in any group educational setting outside the Permitted User’s home or individual homeschool
without the advance written consent of Licensor. Users are prohibited from selling or reselling USA Products, including without limitation “used,” partially
used or previously owned USA Products. Resale of UNIT STUDY ADVENTURES Products without the advance written consent of Licensor constitutes
a material breach of this License.

4. Termination. This License is effective until terminated. Users may terminate the License at any time by (a) destroying or erasing all hard copies of USA
Products and (b) removing all USA Products from the User’s computer(s), electronic devices and backup drive(s), provided that subsequent purchase,
repurchase, installation, reinstallation, and/or use of USA Products constitutes the User’s renewed agreement to be bound and abide by this License.
Licensor reserves the sole discretion to terminate this License with respect to any User(s) who fail to comply with the terms and conditions of this License
and Other Applicable Agreements (“Breaching Users”). Breaching Users must destroy their copies of USA Products and remove USA Products from their
computer(s), electronic devices and backup drive(s) immediately upon receipt of notice that Licensor has terminated their License to use the USA Products.

5. Ownership of UNIT STUDY ADVENTURES Products. All ownership rights and title to USA Products, including without limitation copyright, trademark
and other intellectual property rights, are the sole property of Licensor and subject to publishing contracts with Unit Studies by Amanda Bennett, LLC. USA
Products are protected by the laws of the United States, international laws, treaties and conventions, and other applicable laws. All rights are reserved. USA
Products may also contain licensed or protected materials belonging to third parties and used by Licensor with permission from third-party owners (“Third-
Party Content”). In the event of any violation of this License or applicable law, the owners of Third-Party Content may enforce their rights separately from or
in connection with Licensor.

6. Limited Warranty and Disclaimer of Warranties. Except for the limited warranty contained below, Licensor expressly disclaims any and all warranties
on USA Products to the maximum extent permitted by applicable law. USA PRODUCTS ARE PROVIDED “AS IS"WITHOUT ANY WARRANTY OF ANY KIND,
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMITATION IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF CONDITION, DEFECT, USE, MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A
PARTICULAR PURPOSE. User accepts all risk associated with or arising out of downloading, installation, use and performance USA Products, provided that
Licensor warrants that the USA Products shall be free from material defects in material and workmanship at the time of purchase (“Covered Defects”). In
the event a Permitted User provides Licensor with notice of a verifiable Covered Defect, Licensor will either (a) correct the Covered Defect, (b) provide the
Permitted User with a replacement product or similar product of equal or lesser value, or (c) refund the Permitted User’s purchase price, at Licensor’s sole
option and discretion. Licensor will not correct or warrant any defect, including without limitation Covered Defects, reported by persons or entities who

Oceans 114 www.UnitStudy.com


http://www.unitstudy.com

cannot verify their identity as Permitted Users. THE FOREGOING REPRESENTS THE SOLE, EXCLUSIVE REMEDY FOR THE LIMITED WARRANTY SET FORTH
IN THIS PARAGRAPH. EXCLUSIONS, LIMITATIONS AND DISCLAIMERS CONTAINED IN THIS PARAGRAPH DO NOT APPLY TO THE EXTENT PROHIBITED BY
APPLICABLE LAW. INDIVIDUALS’ RIGHTS MAY VARY BY JURISDICTION.

7. Limitation of Liability. LICENSOR DISCLAIMS ANY AND ALL RESPONSIBILITY AND LIABILITY FOR THE ACCURACY, INACCURACY, LEGALITY, RELIABILITY,
OPERABILITY, FUNCTIONALITY, AVAILABILITY AND CONTENT OF USA PRODUCTS. LICENSOR DISCLAIMS ANY AND ALL RESPONSIBILITY AND LIABILITY FOR
DAMAGES CAUSED BY, ARISING OUT OF, RESULTING FROM, OR RELATING TO USA PRODUCTS OR ANY PERSON DISPLAYING, UPLOADING, DOWNLOADING,
INSTALLING, ACCESSING OR USING USA PRODUCTS. LICENSOR DISCLAIMS ANY AND ALL RESPONSIBILITY AND LIABILITY FOR ERRORS, OMISSIONS,
SUSPENSION, DELETION, MISDELIVERY OR UNAVAILABILITY OF COMPUTER HARDWARE, SOFTWARE AND OTHER PERSONAL PROPERTY BELONGING

TO ANY PERSON OR ENTITY. LICENSOR WILL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE OR LIABLE FOR ANY DAMAGES, INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMITATION ACTUAL, DIRECT,
INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, SPECIAL AND CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES, CAUSED BY, RESULTING FROM OR ARISING OUT OF (A) USE, MISUSE OR LACK OF USE
OF USA PRODUCTS, (B) MATERIAL, INFORMATION, ADVICE, GOODS OR SERVICES LEARNED, PURCHASED OR OBTAINED THROUGH OR AS A RESULT OF

USA PRODUCTS, OR (C) ANY OTHER CAUSE, EFFECT, ACTION, CONSEQUENCE OR DAMAGE NOT DIRECTLY CAUSED BY OR RESULTING FROM THE WILLFUL
MISCONDUCT OF LICENSOR. EXCLUSIONS AND DISCLAIMERS CONTAINED IN THIS LIMITATION OF LIABILITY DO NOT APPLY TO THE EXTENT PROHIBITED BY
APPLICABLE LAW. THE RIGHTS OF USERS MAY VARY BY JURISDICTION.

8. Export Controls. USA Products may not be exported or downloaded to or into any country or territory (a) to which the United States has embargoed
goods or (b) where USA Products are prohibited by applicable laws. Purchasing, downloading and installing USA Products constitutes the User’s agreement
to the terms of this paragraph, as well as a representation and warranty that the User is not located in, under the control of or a resident of any such country
or territory.

9. Equitable Remedies. All Users hereby agree that Licensor would be irreparably damaged if the terms of this License Agreement were not specifically
enforced, and further agree that Licensor shall be entitled to file for, request and obtain any and all available legal and/or equitable remedies to prevent,
enforce and redress breaches of this License without bond, security, or proof of damages, even if similar damages would not be available to the opposing
party. In the event litigation is brought in connection with this License Agreement, the prevailing party shall be entitled to recover from the other party all
the costs, attorneys’ fees and other expenses incurred by such prevailing party in the litigation. A party need not recover an award of money damages to be
considered a “prevailing party” for purposes of this paragraph.

10. Modifi_ations. Licensor reserves the sole, discretionary right to update, modify or change this License and Other Applicable Agreements at any time,
with or without cause or advance notice. Updates, changes, modifications, additions, supplements and deletions to and from the terms and conditions of
this License and Other Applicable Agreements are effective upon implementation. Downloading, installing and using USA Products following changes to
the License or Other Applicable Agreements constitutes the User’s acceptance of any and all such changes.

11. General Terms. This License, together with any Other Applicable Agreements, represents the only, final, complete and exclusive understanding
between User(s) and Licensor and supersedes any prior or contemporaneous oral or written agreements. In the event of any conflict or disagreement
between this License and Other Applicable Agreements, the terms of this License will control. User and Licensor have no relationships, agreements, and
User has no rights relating to USA Products, except as expressly stated in this License. This License may only be modified by a written instrument approved
in writing or executed by an authorized representative of Licensor which specifically states that it modifies this License. This License was written in and will
be construed and enforced in accordance with the laws of the State of Texas. User agrees to submit to the personal jurisdiction of the Federal or state courts
located in Texas for purposes of any legal action commenced under or arising out of this License, Other Applicable Agreements or applicable laws, as well
as actions arising out of or relating to any USA Products. Nothing in this License will be interpreted to require the commission of an illegal act or a violation
of applicable law. If any conflict arises between this License and applicable law the law will prevail, the relevant provisions of the License will be deleted,
modified or limited to the extent necessary to comply with law and all other provisions of the License will remain in full force and effect. Notices must be
made in writing. Licensor may provide valid, effective notice to Users by posting or broadcasting notices on Licensor’s website or related websites owned
and operated by either or both Licensors. Notices posted on websites are deemed given when posted. Failure to enforce any provision of this License

does not and will not constitute a waiver of the right to enforce the same or any other provision against the same or any other User or third party in any
subsequent situation. Any provisions which are reasonably required in order to fully enforce this License will survive its termination. All rights reserved.

12. Acceptance by User. Each User understands and agrees to each and every one of the terms of this License and Other Applicable Agreements as if the
User had signed a written document containing the same.
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